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This responds to your memorandum of May 19, 1967, 
concerning the appearance of Special Agent Regis L. Kennedy before 
the New Orleans grand jury on May 17,, 1967. 
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As indicated in your memorandum a telegram was sent 
to SA Kennedy with explicit' directions not to testify about material or 
information acquired in the performance of his duties or in his official 
status. That instruction was repeated by United States Attorney LaCour 
and Assistant United States Attorneys Ciolino, Palmisano, and Veters 
in an effort to impress upon S^ Kennedy the necessity of invoking the 
executive testimonial privilege at the grand jury proceeding. 



Assistant United State^ Attorneys Ciolino and Veters 
have categorically denied tl4at they modified or attempted to modify 
the directions previously given to SA Kennedy by the Attorney General 
concerning his testimony before the grand jury; they would have no 
authority to do so, as SA/Kennedy is aware. 



SA Kennedy was informed of 'the agreement reached 
among Judge Bagert, Assistant District Attorney Alcock, and Assistant 
United States Attorneys Ciolino and Veters omthe morning of May 17 
that if any question arose about the propriety ok. necessity of the 
invocation. of the privilege, SA Kennedy would be allowed to consult 
with Ciolino and Veters outside the room where the grand jury was 
convened. 
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SA Kennedy, as indicated by his memorandum of 
May 18, summarizing his recollections of his appearance before 
the grand jury, departed from the explicit directions of the Attorney 
General during that appearance by answering a number of questions 
relating to persons, places, and investigative efforts with which he 
was familiar only through his official duties. He did not leave the 
room at any time to confer with Assistant United. States Attorneys 
Ciolino and Veters about the questions being propounded to him. 

The Department has been closely observing the 
course of the investigation being conducted in New Orleans into 
the late President's assassination. We therefore regard the 
departure of SA Kennedy from his instructions as of grave importance. 




